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BENTON  COUNTY
Park Board


MEETING MINUTES
9 September 2025


Board Members Present		Staff Present
Dave McNeal, Chair			Adam J. Fyall
Robert Emmingham, Vice Chair		
Michael LeCompte, Secretary
David Cannon
Frank Cooper
Kit McBurney

Board Members Absent
Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez


Meeting held in the Benton County Administration Building was called to order at 6:30 p.m. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the agenda for the September meeting and the minutes for the August meeting were approved as presented.


Chair Report

Chair McNeal thanked Adam for addressing several park-related issues recently and reported on an event held at Horn Rapids Park last week. Unable to determine the exact nature of the event, Chair McNeal suggested that it may be beneficial to have public events appear on the Parks Calendar section of the website, and that proposed county code revision 7.28.0119(c) seems to dictate a need for a maintained, functioning parks calendar.


Committee Reports

A committee to address the restroom situation in county parks, especially concerning what kind of facilities will be installed/available and in which parks was formed. David, Frank and possibly Kit, if she’s available, will serve on the committee.


Staff Report

Adam reminded the Board about the upcoming joint park board dinner on October 23. The board will select a member to present on its behalf, and Adam will put together the presentation.

Adam also gave an update on the parking lot at Hover.  As predicted, folks have taken to thinking the nice new patch of level gravel is a great place do burnouts and roadies, which have resulted in a large circle area being grooved out of the gravel.  The County will rake the gravel out, however this is a long-term behavioral issue.  Adam suggested the County may chip seal the area in the future.


Business

Resolution on the acquisition of WDNR property
Though the Board voted to support this action at its August meeting, a motion to approve a resolution to the effect was introduced and passed unanimously.  The Board signed the resolution.

Parks Ordinance Discussion
The board went through the proposed parks ordinance section by section, offering edits and suggestions.  The document will then be given to the Prosecutor for further formatting and finer edits.  The plan is for a final proposed ordinance to be recommended to the county commissioners by the Park Board at the Board’s upcoming October meeting.  The following edits/suggestions were discussed/proposed:
1. Should preserves be included in the purpose section of the ordinance?
1. Adding a parks calendar to keep track of events/uses in section c
1. How to include electric cars in the language of “non-motorized vehicles”
1. Can specific penalties for violations be included in the ordinance? How will the ordinance be enforced?
1. Under Personal Conduct perhaps “profane” should be removed or better defined
1. Should exceptions to animal leash rules be made for events/trainings?
1. Can specific penalties for the feeding or dumping of animals in parks be added?
1. Reference City and County penalties in regards to vandalism
1. Wood fires should not be allowed, and any exceptions must be approved by a park manager
1. How to include no recreational shooting in parks without impinging on Second Amendment rights
1. Should “internal combustion engines” be removed in the definition of “motorized.”


Public Comment

Joette Sheeley: Shared that many of the items discussed tonight as part of the ordinance development are routinely broken at Hover Park, with trash left everywhere, fires started, and trails turned into roads by the constant use of motorized vehicles. She would like to see Hover closed at sunset with a locking gate, if possible.





Poll of the Board

David Cannon: Shared a 3D printout of Candy Mountain and what could be a 1.9 mile mountain bike trail. Proposed that the trail could be an opportunity for the board to work with partner organizations to preserve shrub steppe, while providing a trail for mountain bikers.
Robin Emmingham: Asked about progress, if any, on the Hover rail crossing now that the parking lot is done. Also asked about dredging of the lagoon at Two Rivers Park and reported that the mouth of the lagoon is now full of weeds.

Michael LeCompte: Said that he enjoyed the ordinance document and appreciated that it was fairly straightforward and brought in under 10-pages.

Kit McBurney: Thanked Adam for the resolution on the WDNR land acquisition and the ordinance document. Expressed her excitement with the support of the bike community concerning the land acquisition, and how it shows the impact we can have together.

Dave McNeal: Reported that it was nice to see so many wheels turning at once and that he is looking forward to what both the sign committee and the newly-formed toilet committee come up with.
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